
Use of Everyday Materials 
!
Materials can be used to make lots of different objects 
depending on their properties. For example, a water bottle 
needs to be waterproof and not absorbent.  
!
The shapes of solid objects can be changed by squashing, 
bending, twisting and stretching them, depending on the 
materials they are made from. For example, an empty water 
bottle can be squashed and an elastic band can be stretched 
(but will then return to its original shape). 
!
Key vocabulary !
Materials, Properties, Rigid, Flexible, Hard, Soft, Stretchy, Shiny, Dull, Rough, Smooth, 
Waterproof, Absorbent, Opaque, Transparent, Translucent, Flammable, Inflammable, 
Material, Brick, Glass, Paper, Fabric, Foil, Metal, Plastic, Wood, Squashing, Bending, 
Twisting, Stretching 
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Which of these materials are hard 

and which are soft? 



 


